[Introduction: chronic myelogenous leukemia leading advanced clinical oncology].
Our understanding of the pathological molecular events underlying chronic myelogenous leukemia(CML) has rapidly grown over the past 2 decades. At the same time, new therapeutic modalities for CML which can cure or prolong survival in this formerly incurable disease, including interferon alpha administration and allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation, have been established. Now, a new molecule-specific drug, a ABL tyrosine kinase inhibitor(STI571), are developing, which is offering new hope for expanded treatment options for patients with CML. Clinical investigators and medical doctors will have responsibility in helping newly diagnosed patients with CML to properly elect treatment planning among the increased options available now. This specific number of JJ CO will be hoped to provide information to many medical oncologists beyond the hematology speciality.